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The highlight of 2006 oc-
curred during the weekend of 
4 and 5 November when our 
�V�H�P�L�Q�D�U�� �´�1�H�Z�� �=�H�D�O�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G��
�W�K�H�� �6�S�D�Q�L�V�K�� �&�L�Y�L�O�� �:�D�U�µ�� �Z�D�V��
held before a packed and very 
enthusiastic audience at Wel-
�O�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�·�V�� �7�X�U�Q�E�X�O�O�� �+�R�X�V�H����
Drawing together 15 speakers 
from Australia and all parts of 
New Zealand the seminar trav-
ersed all aspects of New Zea-
�O�D�Q�G�·�V���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�P�H�Q�W���L�Q���W�K�H���6�S�D�Q�L�V�K��
Civil War-foreign policy, re-
sponses from the political parties, 
trade unions, the Catholic 
Church, a discussion of the litera-
ture-and a recording of the moti-

vations and experiences of the 
handful of New Zealand partici-
pants-the nurses, International 
Brigaders, and journalist Geof-
frey Cox.  

The weekend was not just 
about oral testimony and accom-
panying illustration. The preced-
ing Friday was given over to a 
film exhibition �³  �¶�1�R�� �3�D�U�V�D�U�D�Q-
New Zealand and the Spanish 
�&�L�Y�L�O�� �:�D�U�·�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �Z�K�L�F�K�� �I�R�X�U��
films and television documenta-
ries-A Question of Principle, Tom 
Spiller and the Spanish Civil War, 
The Spanish Holocaust and The 
Spanish Earth-were shown fol-
lowed by a fifth-The Defence of 

Madrid-late on Saturday afternoon 
which in turn followed the re-
launch of New Zealand journalist 
�*�H�R�I�I�U�H�\���&�R�[�·�V���E�R�R�N���R�I���W�K�H���V�D�P�H��
name-his dramatic eye-witness 
account of the defence of the city 
against overwhelming nationalist 
forces. Saturday night saw a 
packed Bar Bodega play host to a 
festival of Spanish music, drama 
and dance. At lunch-time on Sun-
day, seminar attendees partici-
pated in a wreath laying cere-
mony for the New Zealand vic-
tims of the Spanish Civil War. 
The guest speaker was Green 
Party MP Keith Locke. 
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